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design data and is safe for installation 
on type certificated products. 

[Amdt. 21–38, 37 FR 10659, May 26, 1972, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–41, 39 FR 41965, Dec. 4, 
1974; Amdt. 21–67, 54 FR 39291, Sept. 25, 1989] 

§ 21.305 Approval of materials, parts, 
processes, and appliances. 

Whenever a material, part, process, 
or appliance is required to be approved 
under this chapter, it may be ap-
proved— 

(a) Under a Parts Manufacturer Ap-
proval issued under § 21.303; 

(b) Under a Technical Standard Order 
issued by the Administrator. Advisory 
Circular 20–110 contains a list of Tech-
nical Standard Orders that may be 
used to obtain approval. Copies of the 
Advisory Circular may be obtained 
from the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, Publication Section (M–443.1), 
Washington, D.C. 20590; 

(c) In conjunction with type certifi-
cation procedures for a product; or 

(d) In any other manner approved by 
the Administrator. 

[Amdt. 21–38, 37 FR 10659, May 26, 1972, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–50, 45 FR 38346, June 9, 
1980] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By Docket No. 
FAA–2006–25877, 74 FR 53390, Oct. 16, 2009, 
subpart K of part 21 was revised, effective 
Apr. 14, 2010. For the convenience of the user, 
the revised text is set forth as follows: 

Subpart K—Parts Manufacturer 
Approvals 

§ 21.301 Applicability. 

This subpart prescribes— 
(a) Procedural requirements for 

issuing PMAs; and 
(b) Rules governing holders of PMAs. 

§ 21.303 Application. 

(a) The applicant for a PMA must 
apply in a form and manner prescribed 
by the FAA, and include the following: 

(1) The identity of the product on 
which the article is to be installed. 

(2) The name and address of the man-
ufacturing facilities at which these ar-
ticles are to be manufactured. 

(3) The design of the article, which 
consists of— 

(i) Drawings and specifications nec-
essary to show the configuration of the 
article; and 

(ii) Information on dimensions, mate-
rials, and processes necessary to define 
the structural strength of the article. 

(4) Test reports and computations 
necessary to show that the design of 
the article meets the airworthiness re-
quirements of this subchapter. The test 
reports and computations must be ap-
plicable to the product on which the 
article is to be installed, unless the ap-
plicant shows that the design of the ar-
ticle is identical to the design of a arti-
cle that is covered under a type certifi-
cate. If the design of the article was ob-
tained by a licensing agreement, the 
applicant must provide evidence of 
that agreement. 

(5) An applicant for a PMA based on 
test reports and computations must 
provide a statement certifying that the 
applicant has complied with the air-
worthiness requirements of this sub-
chapter. 

(b) Each applicant for a PMA must 
make all inspections and tests nec-
essary to determine— 

(1) Compliance with the applicable 
airworthiness requirements; 

(2) That materials conform to the 
specifications in the design; 

(3) That the article conforms to its 
approved design; and 

(4) That the manufacturing proc-
esses, construction, and assembly con-
form to those specified in the design. 

§ 21.305 Organization. 

Each applicant for or holder of a 
PMA must provide the FAA with a doc-
ument describing how its organization 
will ensure compliance with the provi-
sions of this subpart. At a minimum, 
the document must describe assigned 
responsibilities and delegated author-
ity, and the functional relationship of 
those responsible for quality to man-
agement and other organizational com-
ponents. 

§ 21.307 Quality system. 

Each applicant for or holder of a 
PMA must establish a quality system 
that meets the requirements of § 21.137. 
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